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method of work, more costly to put in operation and, above all, giving only more remote results. Calling to mind, then, this other principle of Taine, that to convince people it is not sufficient to give them good reasons, but that above all you must fire their imaginations by a series of individual facts which they can easily digest and which all lead to the same end, I made up my mind, either in La Revue de Metal-lurgie or in other publications, to come back incessantly to the advantages of Taylor's Scientific Management. A nail is finally driven home by the constant repetition of little blows. It was in this way that an active correspondence with Frederick Taylor was brought about and the beginning of those sentiments of friendship arose which made his premature death particularly painful to me. We shall endeavor at least to make his ideas live and to awaken the feeling of gratitude to which Ke is entitled because of the beneficent work he left behind him.
After all, the bond which inevitably drew us together was the community of our scientific interests, directed alike toward industrial progress. We have, independently and without any acquaintance, come upon each other from different routes which led to the same end: we had to meet sooner or later. There was indeed no accident in the origin of our collaboration.
Now, what has the result been, as far as France is concerned, of the efforts made to spread the Taylor System? It has been nothing, if one judges by appearances. There is not to my knowledge